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Ought-One Festival Moves to Montpelier








The Ought-One Festival of Nonpop, the weekend of cross-genre new music concerts, has announced a change of venue. Originally scheduled for Goddard College, the Ought-One Festival is moving to Montpelier, Vermont, with its larger audience facilities and access to public transportation, goods, and services. The August 25-26 dates remain the same, as does the performance schedule (available from the festival website at http://ought-one.com/). Ought-One is cosponsored by the Onion River Arts Council.





The Ought-One Festival is called “the Woodstock of Nonpop” by its organizers, Vermont composers Dennis Báthory-Kitsz and David Gunn. More than 120 “nonpopstars” will appear in concert, playing distinctive genres like electroacoustics, plunderphonics, postminimalism, acousmatics, microtonality, algorithmics, process music, chamber opera, soundscapes, fractal music, neo-new-romanticism, and even music for toy pianos and handmade instruments.





With performers from legendary singer Beth Griffith and nonpop icons Non Sequitur through the Logos Duo’s radar-drums from Belgium to the 90-member Vermont Youth Orchestra, Ought-One is the first pan-genre nonpop festival ever held.





“The composers and performers of nonpop are the research & development team for tomorrow’s popular music,” explains Festival project director Báthory-Kitsz. “We all love pop music, but nonpop is where it starts. Every time you hear an instrument that’s new or a chord change that turns your head, you know it first came alive in the world of nonpop. Nonpop is the most exciting kind of music since people started banging rocks together.  It’s killer stuff.”





The creation of new music is appreciated by Vermont’s governor Howard Dean, who proclaimed August to be “New Music Month.” Supported by letters from composers and new music performers, the Governor’s proclamation notes that “the creation and presentation of new music are fundamental to the history of Vermont and Vermonters since the days of composer Justin Morgan,” who was both a horse breeder and a composer, and that new music is “integral to the development of the arts and the furtherance of both culture and the sciences in Vermont.”





The Ought-One Festival features more than a dozen full concerts on five stages each day from noon to 11 pm on both August 25 and 26.





Among the featured acts are pioneering electroacoustician Jon Appleton, the Uh Maybe duo of Gary Barwin and John Kameel Farah, performance artist Eve Beglarian of Twisted Tutu fame, toy piano virtuoso James Bohn, the No World Improvisations duo of Joseph Celli and Jin Hi Kim, and the Beglian Logos performance team of Moniek Darge and Godfried-Willem Raes.





Also on stage are the computer noise-music improv squad Tensai Mouse with Robert Duckworth and Roddy Schrock, the multi-boombox artistry of Phil Kline, balloon artist Judy Dunaway in ‘virtual performance’ from Berlin, long tubes virtuoso Brenda Hutchinson, and bass clarinet & electronics Spasm madman Michael Lowenstern.





Two unique artists, Martha Mooke and Mary Lou Newmark, will be revising the string sound with their electronically enhanced instruments, and Margaret Lancaster will present the most astounding performance of music for flute since the instrument packed up and left the orchestra.





Other Ought-One Festival events include percussion tributes to jazz and rock masters by Joseph Benzola; mysterious electronics played by Loons in the Monastery; and Vermont’s own troupe of hand-made instruments, the Ill Wind Ensemble.





The mysterious Phonophonie, Mauricio Kagel’s avant-garde chamber opera will be recreated by New York vocalist Beth Griffith; two concerts of American piano music will be presented by Drew Krause and Michael Arnowitt; and an all-American orchestral music will be heard as Troy Peters conducts the Vermont Youth Orchestra.





Two key lecture-demonstrations are set as well: Argentinian composer Martín Alejandro Fumarola will profile Latin-American electroacoustic/computer music; and the world’s authority on cross-cultural musical gesture, Manfred Clynes, will answer the question, “Composing and Decomposing: Is Composing Natural?” Clynes and his work have been profiled on Nova.





The Ought-One Festival is a production of Kalvos & Damian’s New Music Bazaar, the only new music radio program in Vermont, and the oldest on line nonpop show in the U.S. The show and website pioneered many web audio techniques, including a live cybercast/broadcast between Amsterdam and Vermont and California in 1998. K&D won the prestigious 2000 ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award presented at Lincoln Center.





Tickets for the Ought-One Festival are $15 for each day. Information on the Ought-One Festival can be found at the Kalvos & Damian website at http://ought-one.com/ or by emailing kalvos@kalvos.org.
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